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Editorial 
 
 Dear Readers 
Welcome to the first issue of the Queensland Environmental Practice Reporter for 2012.  
 
This issue presents the final paper in the series of publications authored by Associate 
Professor Hugh Lavery in relation to environmental management and sustainability in 
Queensland.  In this issue, Associate Professor Lavery addresses the broader question of 
regulatory compliance and its role in achieving environmental sustainability in the 
context of large coastal developments in Queensland.  
This issue also contains a very timely paper by Shona Stevens addressing the new Federal 
Clean Energy Act 2011 (Cth). Shona addresses the very pertinent question of whether 
carbon permits issued under the Federal scheme could be characterised as personal 
property and whether compensation on just terms would be required following any future 
repeal of the Commonwealth Clean Energy Scheme. 
Also included in this issue is a comprehensive summary of environmental and planning 
law cases from the Queensland Planning and Environment Court and Court of Appeal by 
Michael Walton and Ben Job. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Dr Nicola Swayne (nee Durrant) 
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law 
Queensland University of Technology 
Brisbane 
